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WXYZ-TV's Bill Proctor works to free wrongly convicted Michigan 
Prisoner and restore media access to prisons.

Proctor's involvement with Freeman began when he produced a 
series of special reports for Channel 7's Action News in the mid-90s 
on a bizarre, broad daylight shotgun slaying of Scott Macklem at St. 
Clare Community College, where he was a student.  Freeman was 
convicted of the killing, despite a host of alibi witnesses who placed 
him 460 miles away in Michigan's Upper Peninsula from morning 
until night on the day of the murder.

Proctor has joined a team of former FBI agents, private 
investigators, student journalists, family and friends on this fight.  It 
has been 20 years since the murder and conviction, and the case is 
an uphill battle that Proctor is passionate about.  The effort is paying 
off.

The Freeman case is bringing attention to the lack of access the 
media has to the prison system.  The media has been banned from 
recording inmate interviews in Michigan prisons since the lat 90s.  
In fact, 41 states routinely deny media access.  Many believe this 
leaves the prison system less accountable to the public.

The push now is to bring the new information from the Freeman 
case to light in order to get the investigation reopened.  Recently a 
commutation package was presented to the governor of the State of 
Michigan and to the parole board.  The team is still awaiting work.

Barry Scheck, known for setting the standards for the use of DNA 
evidence in courts throughout the country and co-founder of The 
Innocence Project, has lent his voice to the chorus of those who want 
to file a writ of habeas corpus for this case.  And support grows – a 
former Michigan Supreme Court Justice is giving his opinion on the 
case.  The National Association of Black Journalists also has agreed 
to lend its support to fight for media access to prisons.

an excerpt from a report done by Michelle Crawley of Scripps News.
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Frederick Thomas Freeman was convicted of first degree murder and 
sentenced to life in prison without parole in August of 1987. His 
claims of innocence and those of 19 alibi witnesses were not only 
ignored by Port Huron police, St. Claire Co. prosecutor Robert 
Cleland successfully fought to deny Freeman's request for a 
polygraph to help clear his name. 

Before his death, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States William Rehnquist cited precedents suggesting that" a claim of 
actual innocence is not itself a constitutional claim." To our 
knowledge, and that of the authors of the book "Actual Innocence"*, 
Rehnquist never answered the most important question...if a truly 
persuasive showing of innocence by itself, was enough to reverse a 
wrongful conviction, or render it unconstitutional. In this case the 
level of prosecutorial misconduct and investigative incompetence 
along with a host of other issues make this what advocates believe to 
be an orchestrated failure of the criminal justice system in St. Clair 
County, Michigan...where not even Supreme court clarity on the 
issue of innocence would have mattered.  Blatant lies and 
fabrications were presented as fact at trial, we believe, with the full 
knowledge of, and even direction & coaching from prosecutors. 

Now, more than 20 years after the murder, we believe we are closer than 
ever to the real story behind the fatal ambush of a young college student, 
and why the wrong man was charged with a murder he could not have 
committed.

The victim & the crime: (scott black & white photo)
21 year old Scott Arnold Macklem was the oldest(youngest?) son of 
Mayor Gary Macklem of Croswell. He was attending St. Clair 
County Community College in Port Huron in the fall of 1986.  (more-
more)

The prosecutor's case: 'The world's most dangerous man' 
Robert Cleland and his team argued Fred Freeman wanted to 
control...and ad to his harem...Scott Macklem's on-and-off girlfriend, 
and when she didn't cooperate, Scott confronted him about it, and 
Freeman killed him. What the jurors didn't hear was Freeman and his 
live-in girlfriend was harassed by Crystal at their home after 
Freeman dumped her...even to the point of moving away from the 
area to start over, away from his stalker. 

The very first witness, Scott Macklem's pregnant girl friend/fiancé 
Crystal Merrill spent the better part of two days on the stand, 
detailing the kind of psychological and sexual abuse that only a b-
movie script could support.  She tearfully, angrily painted Freeman 
as a violent, manipulative, mind-controlling rapist whose martial arts 
knowledge and his claims of friends capable of murder, electronic 
surveillance and worse helped the prosecutor develop an aura of evil 
and fear around a guy whose major crime in life had been ego, 
arrogance and sexual appetite that women lined up to satisfy.

They put on the stand prison inmate Phillip Joplin who told the jury 
Freeman had confessed to him while they both were in a cell in the 
St. Claire Co. jail.  What the jury didn't know is that Joplin had 
written them to volunteer the info to help their case, and get 
favorable treatment at least, possibly an early release deal for 
himself. Joplin would later detail to private investigator Al 
Woodside, and later to Bill Proctor's Ch 7 cameras that the confession 
testimony was a lie, that he tried to back out of his offer to testify, but 
prosecutors, jailers psychologists and probation officers pressured 
and threatened him to do it anyway.

Why we're confident he's innocent
There are dozens of reasons why Freeman never should have been charged 
with this crime. To detail the elements of the case that convicted him, and to 
know that 'reversible facts'  have been ignored by judges who reviewed 
appeals but ignored them, has made staunch defenders of the criminal 
justice system loose faith and shake their heads in disbelief.

Know first, and most importantly three things

1.)  At least 16,and as many as 19 witnesses put Freeman 
460 miles from the murder scene in Escanaba, the night 
before, the morning and day of, and the night after the 
murder.

2.) One of the alibi witnesses is Michele Woodworth, the 
18 year old(at the time) pregnant woman who was 
living with Freeman, slept with him in their home in 
Bath, about 20 minutes outside Escanaba, the night 
before the murder and got out of bed with him around 
the very minute Scott was being shot. The details are 
important because she has passed not one, but two 
polygraph exams to show she is telling the truth.  She 
was never called to the stand to testify.

3.) Bill Proctor & WXYZ provided Freeman a highly 
qualified and respected retired Mich. state police 
polygraph examiner in 1995. Freeman passed the test 
and was determined to be telling the truth, saying he 
had nothing in anyway to do with Macklem's death.

In the investigation, a disgraced police supervisor, Sgt John Bowns 
(deceased) had just returned to the job he'd lost in a corruption probe, He 
was put in charge of the murder case, but it was only the 2nd homicide he'd 
ever been assigned in a checkered career. He kept facts and evidence 
discovered in the early hours and days from his more experienced detective 
partner, Harry Hudson. A retired Hudson recently told us he would have 
done things much differently, but that he and Bowns were instructed by the 
prosecutor to concentrate all efforts on Freeman.  Hudson also told us 
important elements of the victims history.....the fact that Scott had been 
threatened by two men in January and February...long before the accused 
came to live in the area, and that Scott had been skipping classes where his 
grades were failing.  These and other important facts were never 
investigated. 

NO murder weapon found
TK never tied to guns
Drug dealing or use never considered
Autopsy, evidence destroyed or denied access
Get-a-way car never found
Witness Gobyen hypnotised
---------------------------------
David Dean-drug addiction
Dean,conflict of interest-Bowns
Phillip Joplin-lied,wanted out,coerced to lie
Judge Corden's failure to reveal Joplin tie
Crystal Merrill,hours of unbridled testimony
Witness intimidation/Michele Woodworth 
pilot,plane

What we've uncovered...a drug-dealers tail. Conspiracy?
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