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Did Steven Slutzker kill his ex-girlfriendâ€™s 
husband or is the murderer still at large?

Â 

December 2004

By Bill Moushey and Lou Takacs

The first flashback struck during a fight on his living room floor in 1990 when John Mudd Jr. 
claims he first saw the face of the man who killed his father 15 years earlier, when he was 
only fiveyears old.

In rapid succession, the pictures in his mind during this repressed memory episode showed 
his father's lifeless, bullet-ridden body at the bottom of basement steps, then the man from 
across the street fleeing the scene. The memories from this killing close to Christmas 1975 
"were coming back one at a time...like someone putting slides into a projector and showing 
them to me on a screen," was the way he testified a few years later.

For Steven Slutzker, the neighbor from across the street who always was a key suspect in 
the killing because he was having an affair with the childâ€™s mother, the "slide show" 
John Mudd Jr. experienced was more like a nightmare on Wilkinsburgâ€™s Marlboro 
Street. 

Despite Slutzkerâ€™s clear alibi that put him miles away from the killing, in 1992 a 
prosecutor would use the statement by Mudd Jr. and some questionable eyewitness 
testimony to win a conviction against Slutzker, leaving him for the past 12 years to protest 
his innocence from behind the walls of the State Correctional Institution at Pittsburgh.

"I do not 'claim' to be innocent, it's a fact," he said during an interview.

Recently, Slutzker's 'claim' was bolstered when Magistrate Judge Susan Baxter of the U.S. 
District Court for Western Pennsylvania ordered a new trial, stating prosecutors hid key 
evidence, his lawyer did not do his job and the time line established by the government 
made it impossible for him to be at the murder scene. That ruling has been appealed by the 
Allegheny County District Attorney's office.

In an examination of the case over the past two years, the Innocence Institute of Western 
Pennsylvania at Point Park University and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette has found 
contradictory statements and evidence â€“ much of which was secreted from Slutzker 
before his trial â€“ on virtually every substantive fact, including many the jury never heard.

For instance:

--While Mudd Jr. claims he saw his father's killer during his repressed memory episode, a 
Wilkinsburg police officer says the child was asleep on a couch when he arrived. The now-
retired cop says the child didn't wake up until after he carried him down the street. He says 
Mudd Jr. had no idea his father had been killed. Two other cops at the scene said the child 
was awake and screaming.

--Mudd Jr. told detectives the day after the repressed memory episode that he did not even 
know Slutzker until police suggested his name. By the time the trial was over, five others 
testified Mudd Jr. knew Slutzker was the only suspect in the case. A grief counselor who 
worked with the child after the killing testified Mudd Jr. said he was going to kill Slutzker 
when he grew up. 

--Police based the legitimacy of the Muddâ€™s testimony on a repressed memory 
diagnosis from a state prison counselor who has never been a licensed psychologist in 
Pennsylvania, had no experience in the field and apparently misrepresented his educational 
background and expertise while under oath. 

--Just after the killing, a neighbor told police the man she saw with the childâ€™s mother 
outside the home after the killing was not Slutzker. Sixteen years later, she testified it was. 
After he was convicted, Slutzker obtained a copy of a hidden police report stating another 
man was comforting the dead manâ€™s wife after the killing.

--A McKeesport couple claims and others claim Slutzker and his daughter spent the night of 
the killing at their home eight miles from the murder scene. While police found Slutzker and 
his daughter there the next morning, his defense attorney did not call them to testify. 
Instead, Slutzkerâ€™s jury only heard his long-estranged daughter testify she was home 
with her father the night of the killing and saw him grab a gun from a dresser just before 
police lights filled the street.

Tragic night

The evening of Dec. 28, 1975, the Mudds â€“ John Sr., 29, Arlene, 24, and five-year-old 
John â€“ returned from a holiday gathering to their Marlboro Street home just after 10 p.m.

After their son fell asleep on a couch, the couple watched television until the power went out 
at about 11 p.m. After John Mudd Sr. walked downstairs to check the fuse box, Arlene said 
she heard numerous gunshot blasts and found her husband mortally wounded on the 
basement floor.

The first officers to arrive found the basement door nailed shut from the inside, removing any 
chance the killer escaped from that route. At the same time, Domenic Mangano, the 
Wilkinsburg cop who lived up the street, says he took the sleeping child to his house several 
doors away.

"By the time I got him to my house, he was crying," Mangano told reporters from the 
Innocence Institute. "He didn't know his father was dead. He had no clue."

The only neighbor who made a statement of consequence was a neighbor named Cynthia 
DeMann, who told police she heard pistol shots and then heard a man and woman arguing 
outside the Mudd Sr. murder scene. She told police later the man was not Steve Slutzker. 
Her story would later change. 

DeMann didn't know police had a report of another neighbor from up the street consoling 
Arlene Mudd. Neither Slutzker nor his lawyer would see it until he had been locked up for 
nine years.

Neighborly affair

It was well known that Slutzker and Arlene Mudd were involved in a romantic relationship 
that culminated with them living together in Slutzker's house for a few weeks in the late 
summer of1975.

"It started out as two souls consoling each other with the problems in our respective 
marriages," Slutzker said from prison. He said it became sexual over time.

While Arlene Mudd repeatedly left and came back to her marriage, Slutzker was also on his 
way to divorce court. He engaged in frequent screaming matches with his wife. Some of his 
neighbors feared him because he would fly into rages over things as simple as a dog 
defecating in his yard. His emotional state was not exactly blissful when he took a more 
active role in helping Arlene Mudd out of her bad marriage, especially after her husband 
broke her jaw with a punch after learning of the affair.

"It was to the point where she just wanted him out of the way," Slutzker said.

Slutzker says just before Christmas 1975, Arlene Mudd asked him to find someone willing to 
kill her husband. Nine days before Mudd Sr. was slain, he asked a friend named Michael 
Pezzano if he knew anyone in that line of work. Pezzano told Slutzker he'd consider it. What 
Slutzker didn't know was that Pezzano reported the plot to state police. 

Slutzker says he ended the contract murder conspiracy and his relationship with Arlene 
Mudd the day after Christmas when he told her he was unable to find a killer.

He says he never spoke to her again.

Two days later, John Mudd Sr. was dead.

Alibi or murder scheme

The morning after the murder, Allegheny County Homicide Detectives found out about 
Pezzanoâ€™s report and tracked Slutzker to the McKeesport home of Patrick and Janet 
O'Dea. The O'Deas, friends with Slutzker from their mutual interests in citizenâ€™s band 
radios, told detectives Slutzker consumed several â€œboilermakers,â€• a shot of whiskey 
with a beer chaser, becoming so drunk he passed out on their bed three hours before the 
killing.

The O'Deas told police that Slutzker moved to a living room couch when they retired for the 
evening at about 1 a.m., two hours after the murder. Janet O'Dea said Slutzkerâ€™s 
daughter Amy slept with her children.

Two other guests at the O'Dea home that evening said they were told Slutzker was in a 
bedroom sleeping, saw Slutzker's van parked outside and observed Amy Slutzker playing 
with the O'Dea children.

Detectives for a time accepted the alibi because his car had not been moved and there was 
no easy way to leave the Oâ€™Dea home undetected. When they scoured the area 
surrounding Slutzkerâ€™s home, they found just two sets of footprints in the newly fallen 
snow â€“ those of an adult and a child â€“ leading away from the rear of Slutzker's home to 
where his vehicle was parked. No other footprints indicated anyone had left or gone back 
inside.

Despite the alibi, once police talked with Pezzano, they charged Slutzker with criminal 
homicide and solicitation to commit murder. Arlene Mudd was also charged with conspiracy. 
Janet Oâ€™Dea would be charged with it as well, after informants claimed she told them 
she disposed of the murder weapon that has never been found.

All of the homicide charges were dismissed at a coroner's inquest when no one could place 
Slutzker at the scene. The solicitation charge against Arlene Mudd also was dismissed. 
Slutzker was convicted of the charge based on Pezzanoâ€™s testimony and spent about a 
year in prison.

Police repeatedly offered Janet Oâ€™Dea a deal if she would implicate Slutzker in the 
killing. She repeatedly turned down the overtures. She was acquitted.

Slutzker did his time, moved out of Wilkinsburg, remarried in 1985 and opened an antique 
furniture business on the South Side.

Arlene Mudd gave up a brief custody battle for her son, who was raised from the day of the 
killing by Mudd Sr.'s family. She later moved to Punxsutawney and was married three more 
times.

Repressed memory

Then came the repressed memory episode of John Mudd Jr. on the night of Nov. 23, 1990 
as he was fighting with an acquaintance on his living room floor. While Mudd Jr. was 
interviewed by county detectives the next day, a comprehensive statement on the repressed 
memory episode was not conducted until four months later, after Alan Pass verified the 
episode. 

While Pass told detectives he was a psychologist at the State Correctional Institution at 
Pittsburgh, he never held such a position. Slutzker would learn later that Pass has never 
been a licensed psychologist in Pennsylvania, or an expert in repressed memory. Despite 
that, his diagnosis would be presented to a jury.

Arlene Mudd was also charged again, but the charges against her were dropped before 
Slutzkerâ€™s trial.

At trial, John Mudd Jr. tearfully recounted another version of the horrifying "slide show" of 
images of his father's murder. While Mudd Jr. said he did not know Slutzker until police 
suggested his name to him, a counselor from Catholic Social Services said she was present 
when Mudd Jr.'s relatives repeatedly told him Slutzker killed his father. She said Mudd Jr. 
told her when he turned 21 years old, "he would kill him." That was his age when he made 
the report.

â€œI knew it was all false. I couldnâ€™t believe this was happening,â€• Slutzker said.

While the jury heard little of it, the nature of Mudd Jr.â€™s statements has been at the 
center of debate over the reliability of repressed memory testimony. Elizabeth Loftus, a 
researcher at the University of California-Irvine and a specialist in the science of false 
memories, said in response to e-mailed questions that many of the false repressed memory 
cases she has studied resulted from family members implanting them in young children.

Slutzker takes it further: â€œI believe it was fabricated from day oneâ€¦how can you have a 
repressed memory to something that never happened?â€• he asked.

A psychiatrist from Pitt claimed Mudd Jr.'s experience was not a legitimate repressed 
memory episode. Under the circumstances, the psychiatrist said, the possibility that Mudd 
Jr. could remember such events 15 years later "are about nil."

While Mudd Jr. said he had specific recall of his fatherâ€™s death, he could not recognize a 
photograph of the house and could not describe the interior layout of the home. He also did 
not accurately describe the position of his father's body or the number of shots fired.

Eyewitness questions

Cynthia DeMann, who told police shortly after the killing that it was not Slutzker she saw 
talking with Arlene Mudd, now testified it was. She said she did not identify Slutzker earlier 
because she was "afraid." 

DeMann's testimony does not account for Dennis Ward, a man resembling Slutzker who 
consoled Arlene Mudd outside her home after the killing. The jury never heard Wardâ€™s 
story and Slutzker did not know Ward was there until he uncovered a police report about it 
long after his conviction. 

In the days after the murder, two first-responding Edgewood policemen said they did not see 
anyone near the scene. Now one of them, Timothy Brendlinger, testified he saw Slutzker 
speaking to Arlene Mudd in front of Slutzker's home, across the street from where DeMann 
said she saw them and where no footprints were found in the snow by police. Brendlinger's 
partner said he didn't see anyone and that Brendlinger, who has since died, didn't mention 
the identification to him.

While both of the Edgewood officers said Mudd Jr. was screaming in his mother's arms 
when they got there, Mangano, the Wilkinsburg cop, testified the child was asleep until he 
walked him up the street and handed him over to his wife.

Daughter dearest

Just before the trial ended, Slutzker's estranged daughter, just six years old the night of the 
murder, implicated her father. Originally, Slutzker and his new wife contacted Amy Slutzker, 
who lived with her mother after their parentsâ€™ divorce, to see if she remembered being at 
the O'Deas' home the night of the murder.

Later, Amy Slutzker contacted police to tell them she was not in McKeesport, but at home 
with her father the night Mudd Sr. was killed. She said she watched her father grab a pistol 
from a nightstand, then leave the bedroom in which both of them were sleeping only minutes 
before the sky was lit up with police lights. She could not remember anything else from that 
point in her childhood.

She could not account for statements by the Oâ€™Deas and others. 

A former tenant of one of Slutzker's apartments also testified that during a rent dispute, he 
told the woman"he had killed a man in Wilkinsburg...he said it was like a triangle.â€• 
Slutzker said that never happened.

Alibi bye-bye

The biggest surprise of the trial would be witnesses who did not take the stand. The O'Deas, 
the McKeesport couple who had never wavered from their alibi for Slutzker, not only did not 
appear as witnesses but were never interviewed by Charles Scarlata, Slutzkerâ€™s trial 
lawyer.

Slutzker said Scarlata, who died several years ago, told him his money would be better 
spent hiring experts to combat Mudd Jr.'s testimony than on paying to transport the O'Deas 
from their home in Texas.

Paul Pittsford, one of the jurors, said 10 of the 12 jurors supported a guilty verdict when 
deliberations began.

He said while he found Mudd Jr's testimony interesting, he called the son of the dead man's 
repressed memory testimony "baloney," even if it was the evidence that caused police to file 
the charges in the first place. He also disregarded Amy Slutzker's testimony.

"You could feel the hatred. She was determined to kill him. This injured her credibility," he 
said.

Pittsford said the testimony of DeMann and Brendlinger â€“ since jurors never learned their 
eyewitness accounts were disputed â€“ was the most important evidence that led to the 
conviction.

Missing reports

Slutzkerâ€™s initial appeals were denied. It was not until Douglas Sughrue, his current 
attorney, appealed to federal court that 21 previously unseen police reports were turned over 
to Slutzker.

Among them was a police interview shortly after the killing in which DeMann, the neighbor 
who identified Slutzker, "stated she thinks if it was Steve standing in front of the house, she 
would have recognized him.â€•

This report, "in which (DeMann) dismisses the notion that (Slutzker) was the man seen 
talking to Mrs. Mudd on the night of the murder, would have aided (Slutzker's) defense much 
more than her prior two statements," U.S. Magistrate Judge Baxter's opinion said.

The judge also ruled the failure of prosecutors to turn over the police report placing Dennis 
Ward in front of the Mudd house just after the killing tainted his case because "a question 
would have been raised in at least one juror's mind as to whether (Slutzker) was actually the 
man seen with Mrs. Mudd on the night of the murder," Baxter wrote.

Ineffective assistance

The other reason that Slutzker deserves a new trial, the Magistrate Judge said, is Scarlata's 
failure to call the O'Deas to the stand.

"Attorney Scarlata's investigation of (Slutzker's) alibi defense was not just lacking 
thoroughness, it was virtually nonexistent," Baxter wrote. "Scarlata was deficient for failing to 
interview and/or call the O'Deas as alibi witnesses, thus calling the trial's fairness into 
question."

The federal judge did not address Slutzkerâ€™s arguments about the validity of Mudd Jr.â
€™s repressed memory episode or its validation by Pass, who lied about his expertise in 
court.

Freedom rings

Now Slutzker sits idly at the North Side prison waiting to see if an appeal of Baxterâ€™s 
ruling by Allegheny County District Attorney Stephen Zappala is granted. 

Neither Mudd Jr. nor his mother responded to several letters. Amy Slutzker, the daughter of 
the convicted man, could not be located.

Zappala refused comment because the case is on appeal. Former prosecutor, now 
Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Kim Berkeley Clark, did not respond to written 
questions.

That leaves Slutzker to ponder his incarceration. While he has been behind bars, his father 
and mother-in-law died, he lost parts of two fingers from an industrial accident and his 
relationship with his wife, who did not know him when John Mudd Sr. was murdered, has 
been strained during his imprisonment.

Despite all that and his yearning for freedom, he says he will not engage in plea-bargaining 
for it. He wants to be exonerated. Heâ€™s also not interested in suing anyone.

â€œI hold no vengeance or bitterness towards anyone. I just want to go home to my wifeâ
€¦so she can have the happy life that I promised her,â€• he said.

Published version: Convict awaits word of his fate
(Sunday, February 22, 2004)

Update: Ex-McKeepsort couple testify convicted murderer was with them at time of slaying
(Wednesday, July 27, 2005)

Update: Judge denies bail again
(Thursday, March 10, 2005)

Update: No bail for man facing new trail in 30-year-old murder case
(Monday, January 31, 2005)

Update: Court orders Slutzker re-tried or released
(Thursday, December 30, 2004)

Source materials: These six Zip files contains briefs, court transcripts, police files, witness 
statements, letters and news stories. Download the following files to view. (1,2,3,4,5,6)

This story was written by Bill Moushey and Lou Takacs, a senior journalism major. Reporting 
was done by PPU graduate students Madeline Izzo, Corrine Rushkowski, Andrea Zrimsek 
and Jarrod McCowin.
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Court orders Slutzker re-tried or released

Â 

January 31, 2005

By Bill Moushey

In a highly celebrated case 13 years ago, Steven G. Slutzker was convicted of killing a 
Wilkinsburg man after the dead manâ€™s child claimed he had a repressed memory 
episode in which he saw Slutzker slay his dad almost 30 years ago.

Yesterday, a federal appeals court ruled Slutzker should be released from his life sentence 
or re-tried within 120 days not because the science of repressed memory has been faulted, 
but because Slutzkerâ€™s jury never got to hear about a hidden police report involving one 
of the only witnesses against him. In the report, the witness told police that a man outside 
the murder scene was considerably shorter than Slutzker and â€œshe would have 
recognized himâ€• if it was Slutzker.

In upholding a lower court ruling issued last year, a three-judge panel for the 3rd U.S. Court 
of Appeals said the failure of prosecutors â€œto disclose it ( the report) constituted a 
violation of due processâ€• that could have caused a different verdict. 

Douglas Sughrue, Slutzkerâ€™s current attorney, applauded the ruling and said if 
prosecutors want to re-try Slutzker in the case that reaches back to 1975:Â  â€œWeâ€™ll 
be ready.â€•Â  Late yesterday, he said he had not been able to relay the news to Slutzker, 
51, who has been imprisoned since 1992 and was recently moved to the State Correctional 
Institution at Fayette.

A spokesman for Allegheny County District Attorney Stephen Zappala, whose office has 
long argued that Slutzkerâ€™s claim should not be considered because it was filed 
procedurally late, had no comment on the ruling or whether it will appeal the matter to the U.
S. Supreme Court.

Nearly 30 years ago, Slutzker escaped a homicide charge for the killing of John Mudd Sr. in 
Mudd's Wilkinsburg home. Slutzker had been having an affair with Mudd's wife and tried to 
hire a man to kill Mudd a week before the slaying, but a judge decided there wasnâ€™t 
enough evidence to make charges stick.

Then in 1990, the dead man's son, John Mudd Jr, who was 5 years old when the killing 
occurred, told police he had suddenly experienced a flashback memory in which he saw 
Slutzker running away from his home after his father had been slain.Â  Others claim he was 
sleeping when the murder occurred.Â  Experts also have challenged the reliability of 
repressed memory which has caused convictions to be overturned in several other cases 
across the nation. 

That explosive statement, and key changes in testimony by two other witnesses including 
Cynthia DeMann, the Muddâ€™s next door neighbor, put Slutzker on trial, led to his 
conviction and sent him to prison for life. While he claimed he had an alibi placing him in 
McKeesport on the night of the killing, his jury heard DeMann finger him as the person 
standing in front of the Mudd house just after the murder. A juror later said it was DeMannâ
€™s testimony, not the highly controversial repressed memory of the son, which led to 
Slutzkerâ€™s conviction. 

After several appeals were rejected, Slutzker filed a federal suit on his own, claiming among 
other things that prosecutors hid evidence and that his lawyer was ineffective.

During the early stages of that proceeding, Slutzker sent a federal subpoena for all police 
reports in the matter to Wilkinsburg police.Â  On Sept. 11, 2001, as the nation glared in 
stunned silence at the televised carnage in New York City and Washington D.C., Slutzker 
received 21 reports from Wilkinsburg, including the original DeMann statement taken just 
after the killing in which she said the person in front of the murder scene was not Slutzker.

â€œNo one knows why they werenâ€™t turned over,â€• said Sughrue of the reports.Â  
There has yet to be an evidentiary hearing on that issue.

Armed with that newly discovered evidence, in October 2003, U.S. District Magistrate Judge 
Susan Baxter ruled Slutzker deserved a new trial because of the withheld evidence and 
because his trial lawyer did not call Slutzkerâ€™s alibi witnesses.Â  While embracing 
Baxterâ€™s opinion on the hidden report, in the 26-page opinion handed down yesterday, 
the circuit judges did not address the alibi or ineffective counsel issues.

The Slutzker case was investigated and written about by the Innocence Institute of Point 
Park University, an investigative reporting organization that probes allegations of wrongful 
convictions while helping student journalists learn investigative reporting. It is a partnership 
between the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication at Point Park and the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Post-Gazette Staff Writer Bill Moushey is director of the institute 
and an assistant professor at PointPark. A complete version of the Slutzker story can be 
found at www.pointpark.edu/innocence. Moushey can be reached by e-mail at 
bmoushey@pointpark.edu or via telephone at 412-392-3416.

PublishedÂ version: Court favors man jailed for '75 killing
(December 30, 2003)
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Judge denies bail

By Bill Moushey

For the second time in three months,Â a judge denied bail for Steven Slutzker, whose conviction in a 30-year-old murder case was overturned last 
year due to prosecutorial misconduct.

After hearing about a half hour of arguments yesterday, Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge 
Jeffrey A. Manning refused bail for Slutzker, 54, who faces aÂ re-trial April 11 if no 
postponements are granted.Â In the meantime, Slutzker will remain at the State Correctional 
Institution at Fayette.

Manning chided the Pennsylvania Superior Court for ordering him to re-consider his January 
denial of bail for Slutzker because he believes he is prohibited from doing so under a recently 
enacted state constitutional amendment that says bail cannot be granted on capital offense cases 
or those in which the maximum sentence is life imprisonment.Â  Despite the amendment, the 
appeals court ordered him to consider if proof of the crime is evident and presumption of guilt is 
great.

"I think this order (from the Superior Court) is erroneous, but that's what I'm ordered to do, so I'll 
do it," Manning said, before denying bail.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Picture 
by Matt Adams. 

Slutzker, who has served 13 years of a life term for the Dec. 28, 1975, murder of John Mudd Sr., 29, was convictedÂ in 1992 on the testimony of 
Mudd's son,Â John Jr.Â  While he wasÂ five-years-old at the time of the killing,Â Mudd Jr.Â testified he had a repressed memory episode 16 
years later in which he visualized Slutzker, who was having an affair with his mother,Â shooting his father.Â  Two independent eye witnesses also 
said they saw Slutzker, who lived across the street from the Mudds, in the area after the killing.

Late last year, a federal appeals court upheld a lowerÂ court's reversal of the conviction and ordered Slutzker to be re-tried or released because 
prosecutors hid numerous police reportsÂ from him, including one where an eyewitness who implicated Slutzker at trial originally told police the 
manÂ at theÂ murder scene was not Slutzker.
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Man faces 2nd trial in 1975 homicide

Monday, January 08, 2007

By Karen Kane, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

A North Braddock man whose homicide conviction was overturned on appeal will be back in 
an Allegheny County courtroom today, facing a second trial in the 31-year-old case that 
pivots largely on the flashback testimony of the victim's son. 

Jury selection was scheduled to begin this morning in the case against Steven Slutzker, who 
has been in jail since he was convicted in 1992 for the Dec. 28, 1975, murder of John Mudd 
Sr., 29. 

At the first trial, John Mudd Jr. testified that he had a repressed memory flashback of seeing 
Mr. Slutzker shoot his father. 

Mike Manko, a spokesman for the Allegheny County district attorney's office, said testimony 
would begin Thursday and was expected to take less than a week to complete. 

Chief Trial Deputy District Attorney Dan Fitzsimmons is the prosecutor in the case. The 
defense attorney is David Shrager of Pittsburgh. 

A federal appeals court ordered a new trial for Mr. Slutzker because the jury didn't see a 
police report in which a witness said she saw someone -- not Mr. Slutzker -- in front of Mr. 
Mudd's house after the killing. 

Though defense counsel argued in August 2005, when Mr. Slutzker was 54, that the 
defendant should be immune from further prosecution, the court did not bar a second trial. 
Mr. Slutzker has been serving a life sentence since his conviction and has remained in 
prison throughout his appeal and pending his new trial. 

Testimony is expected from a McKeesport couple who have told authorities that Mr. Slutzker 
was passed out drunk at their home miles away from where Mr. Mudd was gunned down. 

In 1975, Mr. Slutzker was having an affair with Mr. Mudd's wife. He had tried to hire a man to 
kill Mr. Mudd a week before the slaying, but has claimed he didn't pursue the killing-for-hire. 

Homicide charges weren't filed until 1990, when Mr. Mudd Jr., who was 5 years old at the 
time of the killing, came forward with a repressed memory of the killing. 

Correction/Clarification: (Published Jan. 10, 2007) A federal appeals court ordered a new 
trial for Steven Slutzker because the jury didn't see a police report in which a witness 
identified someone other than Mr. Slutzker at the scene of the killing. This story as originally 
published Jan. 8, 2007 incorrectly gave another reason for the appeals court decision. 

(Karen Kane can be reached at kkane@post-gazette.com or 724-772-9180. )
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Â New Trial Begins in Slutzker Case

Â  By Bill Moushey 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

During his first trial in 1992, prosecutors contended after Steven Slutzker failed 
to find a hit man to slay his girlfriendâ€™s abusive husband, he gunned down 
John Mudd Sr. in plain view of the his five year-old son â€“ who would not 
remember it until he had a repressed memory episode 15 years later.

Mr. Slutzker claimed he had alibis to prove he was passed out drunk on whiskey 
shots and beers that snowy night eight miles from the murder scene, produced 
expert testimony that the repressed memory claim is scientifically bogus and 
claims the government hid key exculpatory evidence that would have acquitted 
him.

This morning, 32 years after Mr. Mudd was gunned down in his darkened 
basement, 17 years after his son says he remembered the killing and 15 years 
since Mr. Slutzker was convicted and sent to prison, an Allegheny County 
Common Pleas Court jury will sift through those divergent 
theoriesÂ Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Steven Slutzker is led 
away in handcuffs.Â 

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Â  Â Photo by DanÂ Speicher. Â Â Â Â 

to determine what happened on Marlboro St. in Wilkinsburg on Dec. 28, 1975. 

Ultimately, they will determine during the trial which is expected to last a week if the life sentence Mr. Slutzker received after his 
first trial in 1992 is just, or if as Mr. Slutzker has contended he is the innocent victim of a wrongful conviction based on faulty 
eyewitness identifications, prosecutorial misconduct and scientific quackery.

â€œI donâ€™t claim to be innocent, itâ€™s a fact,â€• Mr. Slutzker said during an interview in 2003.

The only thing that is certain in this matter is that Mr. Mudd Sr. was murdered just days after his then wife, Arlene, who was 
having an affair with Mr. Slutzker, asked him to find someone to kill her husband, a drug user and spousal abuser.Â  

Mr. Slutzker said he tried for a short period to find a hired gun, but ultimately abandoned those plans and ended his relationship 
with Mrs. Mudd, only two days before her husband was gunned down with a .32-caliber handgun that has never been found.

Early investigations quickly led to Mr. Slutzker after Allegheny County Police learned Mr. Slutzker and Mrs. Mudd were involved 
in affair.

After police found Mr. Slutzker in McKeesport with an alibi, his van covered with newly fallen snow and no foot tracks there or 
near his home across the street from the murder scene, they backed off.

Weeks later, after another acquaintance of Mr. Slutzker told police he tried to hire him to kill his loverâ€™s husband, Mr. 
Slutzker, Mrs. Mudd, and a woman who provided his alibi were charged in a murder conspiracy.Â  While Mr. Slutzker spent a 
year in prison on a conviction for attempting to contract for the killing, murder were dropped against all of them for lack of 
evidence.Â  Mr. Slutzker, an electrician, did his time, remarried and moved on.

Then in November 1990, John Mudd Jr., the son of Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s former girlfriend and the dead man, was wrestling with a 
friend during a dispute in his North Side apartment when he later told police a â€œslide showâ€• of repressed memory images 
hit him, depicting Mr. Slutzker murdering his dad at the bottom of their duplexâ€™s basement steps.

Mr. Mudd Jr.â€™s statement was compelling, but he later could not recognize a photograph of the house, could not describe its 
interior layout, the correct number of shots fired, the position of his fatherâ€™s body in the darkened basement and other 
details. 

While police possessed reports from the first officer on the scene that said the child was asleep when he arrived, after a 
supposed psychologist who claimed to have expertise in repressed memory â€“ who was later exposed as a fraud -- confirmed 
Mr. Mudd Jr.â€™s repressed memory episode was legitimate, Mr. Slutzker and Mrs. Mudd were charged in the killing.Â  The 
charges against her were dropped again.Â  She now lives in Punxsutawney.Â  She has refused to comment.

During Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s first trial in 1992, Mr. Mudd Jr. tearfully recounted how the repressed memory episode played out in 
his mind and the event was confirmed as a repressed memory event by the man who claimed expertise in the science but was 
later found to not even have a license to practice psychology.Â  A defense expert on repressed memory said the chances of 
such an event occurring as Mr. Mudd Jr. described it were â€œabout nil.â€•Â  Â 

A juror interviewed after the first trial said it was not Mr. Mudd Jr.â€™s testimony that caused the panel to convict Mr. Slutzker, 
because he had repeatedly been schooled by relatives about the crime scene and because he repeatedly threatened to harm 
Mr. Slutzker when he turned 21-years old, which was his age when the repressed memory episode hit him.

The juror also said they discounted testimony from Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s estranged daughter â€“ who was six years old the night 
of the killing â€“ who said she watched her dad leave their home with a gun only to return minutes later just before the flashing 
lights of police and emergency vehicles filled the snowy nighttime air.Â  He said her vengeful attitude because Mr. Slutzker 
abandoned her after his divorce, and the fact that no tracks in the newly fallen snow existed caused the jury to put little credence 
in her testimony.

What the juror said sealed the guilty verdict was the testimony of the neighbor and a cop who said they saw Mr. Slutzker talking 
with Mrs. Mudd in front of her house just after gunshots filled the Wilkinsburg air.

Ten years after he was sent to prison for life, Mr. Slutzker recovered numerous documents that had not been turned over to him 
during his first trial.Â  

One of the reports said the neighbor who testified in the first trial that she saw him in front of the house after the murder, actually 
told police it she knew Mr. Slutzker and it was not him.

Other reports disputed the eyewitness identification of the deceased officer who said he saw Mr. Slutzker across the street from 
the murder scene â€“ which was a different account from the neighbor.Â  In fact, another neighbor, who resembles Mr. 
Slutzker, says he was standing in front of the house consoling Mrs. Mudd after the killing.

On appeal, Mr. Slutzker claimed those discrepancies lent credence to another copâ€™s testimony that he took a sleeping Mr. 
Mudd Jr. from the murder scene and that the child did not wake up until he handed him over to his wife down the street.Â  That 
officer said Mr. Mudd Jr. did not know his father was murdered. Â 

Â In December 2004, after several appeals of his sentence were denied, a federal appeals court ruled Mr. Slutzker should be 
released or retried because his first jury never got to hear about the contradictory police reports made by the neighbor and the 
cop.

After several other appeals aimed at preventing a retrial and winning Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s release were denied by Allegheny 
County Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey Manning and several appeals courts over the past two years, the trial begins today.

Post-Gazette Staff Writer Bill Moushey is director of the Innocence Institute of Point Park University.Â  It is an investigative 
reporting program where students learn investigative reporting by probing into allegations of wrongful convictions. Â The 
Innocence Institute has written several previous stories about this case which can be found at www.post-gazette.com and www.
pointpark.edu/innocence.Â  Â He can be reached at Bmoushey@pointpark.edu or 412-765-3164.Â  

Â 

Â 
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Second trial begins in '75 murder case

Friday, January 12, 2007

By Bill Moushey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Thirty-one years after John Mudd Sr. was gunned down in his darkened basement and 16 
years after his son says he had a flashback where he saw Steven Slutzker slay his dad, Mr. 
Slutzker went on trial for the second time. 

During opening statements in Common Pleas Court yesterday, a jury of 10 women and two 
men heard Allegheny County Chief Deputy District Attorney Daniel E. Fitzsimmons accuse 
Mr. Slutzker of committing a "cold-blooded, thought-out execution" in 1975. 

Mr. Slutzker's attorney claimed he was a dupe for the dead man's battered wife, Arlene, who 
was having an affair with Mr. Slutzker at the time of the killing. 

"After being beaten around by her husband, Arlene Mudd was the one who on that night 
committed this crime," said David Shrager. 

In 1992, Mr. Slutzker's initial conviction and life sentence -- later overturned -- drew 
nationwide attention and spawned a book about the case, which stemmed from a supposed 
repressed memory episode by Mr. Mudd's son, John Jr., 15 years after his father was shot 
repeatedly in the basement of their Wilkinsburg home when he was 5 years old. 

He is expected to testify next week. 

Yesterday, Mr. Fitzsimmons began building a chronological chain of events leading to the 
killing, theorizing that Mr. Slutzker decided to find someone to do away with Mr. Mudd 
because of the spousal abuse and Mr. Slutzker's own love for Mrs. Mudd. 

Mr. Slutzker, who served a year in prison in the late 1970s for trying to hire someone to kill 
Mr. Mudd, has said he ultimately abandoned those plans and ended his relationship with 
Mrs. Mudd only two days before her husband was gunned down. 

Yesterday, two men testified that Mr. Slutzker tried to hire them to "ice" or "get rid of" Mr. 
Mudd, and another man told the jury he was asked by the defendant just before the killing to 
help him load an aged .32-caliber semiautomatic handgun. The murder weapon has never 
been found. 

In his opening statement, Mr. Shrager said the government's theory would fall apart under 
scrutiny, even if he could not get yesterday's witnesses to budge from their statements that 
Mr. Slutzker recruited them to kill Mr. Mudd. 

While the prosecution said Mr. Slutzker's estranged daughter will testify he ventured across 
the street to do the killing, there were no tracks in the newly fallen snow, Mr. Shrager said. 

Mr. Fitzsimmons said he will present other witnesses placing Mr. Slutzker at the murder 
scene, while Mr. Shrager said he will prove that Mr. Slutzker was passed out drunk in 
McKeesport at the time. 

He also will attack the scientific basis of the repressed memory episode with testimony of an 
expert on repressed memory who says the chances of such an event happening as the 
younger Mr. Mudd described it were "about nil." 

As for the other witnesses, Mr. Shrager said he will contradict all of their accounts through 
reports that were hidden until 2001, nine years after Mr. Slutzker's first trial. The hidden 
documents, and the ineffectiveness of his first trial attorney, caused a federal judge to order 
a new trial in 2003. 

(Bill Moushey can be reached at bmoushey@pointpark.edu or 412-765-3164. )

 

   
  

 
Innocence Institute
201 Wood Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
(412) 765-3164

www.pointpark.edu 

 

  

  

Copyright © 2004 Point Park University

http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=276112/26/2007 2:33:28 AM

http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=902
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1213
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=3177
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1511
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=2503
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1617
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1224
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1222
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1220
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1223
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1275
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1684
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1961
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=2105
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=2106
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=2160
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1397
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1215
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1216
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1217
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1214
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=1218
http://www.pointpark.edu/default.aspx?id=3204
mailto:bmoushey@pointpark.edu
http://www.pointpark.edu/
http://www.pointpark.edu/


Innocence Institute - Challenges Abound in Trial

 
Innocence Institute Home

Our Investigations

Junk Science

False Eyewitness ID

False Confessions

Inside PA Prisons

David Munchinski

Ernest Simmons

Steven Slutzker

Re-trial or release

Judge denies bail

2nd Trial in '75 Homicide

New Trial Begins in Slutzker Case

2nd Trial Begins

Challenges Abound in Trial

Dismissal Sought

Accuser Hedges Testimony

Slutzker's Daughter Testifies

Daughter Embraces Father for 
1st Time in 20 Years
Couple Testify Slutzker was with 
them at time of slaying
Slutzker Guilty!

Hosea Davis

Terrell Johnson

James Faller

Thomas Doswell

Paul Ford

Drew Whitley

John Dolenc

Crystal Weimer

Source Materials

Request Assistance

Support Us

Resources

Study Investigative Journalism

Weblog

Video

   
 Challenges Abound in Trial  
 

 
 

Challenges Abound as Defense Begins in â
€˜Repressed Memoryâ€• Murder Trial

By Bill Moushey

Innocence Institute of Point Park University

A flurry of challenges to John Mudd Jr.â€™s contention that the first time he realized Steven 
Slutzker killed his father was during a slide show of flashbacks 15 years after the 1975 
murder were mounted on the first day of defense testimony yesterday.

In less than three hours in Allegheny County Common Pleas Court, witnesses also poked 
holes in previous testimony of eyewitnesses, contradicted his daughterâ€™s statements 
implicating Mr. Slutzker in the slaying, and attempted to establish an alibi for the former 
Wilkinsburg electrician: 

●     While Mr. Mudd Jr. testified last week that during flashbacks his mother Arlene carried 
him around their duplex after the killing and viewed his fatherâ€™s lifeless corpse at the 
bottom of basement steps, a former Wilkinsburg police officer yesterday said the stairwell 
was dark and then five-year-old child was asleep;

●     During his testimony, Mr. Mudd Jr. and his family said he knew little about his fatherâ
€™s death until the flashbacks, but another woman said he talked about a man named â
€œSteveâ€• who killed his dad before the repressed memory episode;

●     Earlier in the trial, one neighbor said after the murder she saw Mr. Slutzker consoling 
Mrs. Mudd in front of her Marlboro Ave. duplex, but another yesterday said he was that 
person, and

●     While Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s daughter said her father left their bedroom with a gun and 
returned after the killing, a former McKeesport man testified both of them were at his 
house the entire night because the defendant passed out drunk.

Former Wilkinsburg police officer Dominick Mangano challenged Mr. Mudd Jr.â€™s 
testimony that he saw his dead father at the bottom of basement steps because the area 
was dark because someone dislodged a fuse and said when he got there the child was 
asleep.

While Mr. Mudd Jr. said he was unaware of what caused his fatherâ€™s death until 
enduring the flashbacks, Stacy Nelle testified he told her about the murder almost a year 
before he said they occurred in 1990.

Cynthia DeMann testified Wednesday she saw Mr. Slutzker and Mrs. Mudd in front of her 
house after the killing, but yesterday, Dennis Ward, another neighbor, said he was that 
person.

Â In her testimony, Amy Jo Musselman, said her father left with a gun and returned shortly 
after the killing, but yesterday, Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s ex-wife said Mrs. Musselman told her she 
remembered nothing about the murder before his 1992 conviction, which was overturned on 
appeal in 2003.

Finally, Patrick Oâ€™Dea, a former Citizens Band Radio cohort with the defendant, said Mr. 
Slutzker was passed out drunk in his McKeesport home the entire night Mr. Mudd was slain.

Testimony is expected to conclude Monday.

Â 

Â 
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Dismissal sought for North Braddock man

Wednesday, August 17, 2005

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

A North Braddock man whose conviction for a 1975 homicide was overturned should be 
immune from further prosecution, his attorneys argued in court yesterday. 

A federal appeals court ordered a new trial for Steven Slutzker, 54, because prosecutors 
withheld some evidence and because a previous defense attorney did not call alibi 
witnesses to testify. Slutzker remains in custody without bail, pending a new trial set for 
Sept. 6. 

Slutzker, who has served 13 years of a life term for the Dec. 28, 1975, murder of John Mudd 
Sr., 29, was convicted in 1992 on the testimony of Mudd's son, John Jr. The younger Mudd 
said he had a memory flashback of seeing Slutzker shoot his father. 

Defense attorney Mark Rubenstein argued yesterday that delays in the case have caused 
witness' memories to fade, some witnesses have died, and nearly all of the physical 
evidence was lost 1996 when the Allegheny County evidence room was heavily damaged by 
flooding. 

Assistant District Attorney Ronald Wabby countered that prosecutors still have transcripts of 
witness testimony. He said the loss of other evidence was not the fault of his office. 

Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning said he will rule later on Rubenstein's motion. 

Correction/Clarification: (Published Aug. 18, 2005) Steven Slutzker is the man whose 
attorneys argued Tuesday that he should be immune from further prosecution in a 1975 
homicide. His first name was omitted in the original version of this news brief. 
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Accuser hedges testimony in Wilkinsburg flashback 
murder case

Wednesday, January 17, 2007

By Bridget DiCosmo and Bill Moushey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Contradicting his earlier testimony, John Mudd Jr. conceded yesterday that he knew his 
father had been murdered long before a supposed "repressed memory" episode struck him 
15 years after the killing. 

On Friday, Mr. Mudd, 36, who was 5 years old in December 1975 when his father, John Sr., 
was gunned down in the basement of their Wilkinsburg duplex, said he did not know the 
identity of his father's killer until he experienced a "slide show" of flashbacks in 1990. 

In the flashbacks, he said, he heard gunshots, then saw a tall, thin, shaggy-haired neighbor 
emerge from the basement murder scene, embrace his mother and exit their home. 

After he identified Steven Slutzker in a photo array, police filed charges against the man, 
who lived across the street and was having an affair with the victim's wife. Mr. Slutzker was 
convicted in 1992 and sentenced to life in prison. 

A federal judge ordered a new trial in 2003 because numerous key police reports were 
hidden from him and because his previous lawyer did not interview or present testimony 
from key alibi witnesses. 

The jury trial continues today before Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning. 

At Mr. Slutzker's first trial and in numerous statements to authorities, Mr. Mudd said he did 
not know his father had been murdered until he had the flashback, and did not know Mr. 
Slutzker was a suspect until then. 

Yesterday, before Mr. Mudd's relatives insisted they kept secret from him their suspicions 
that Mr. Slutzker and his mother, Arlene, did the murder, Mr. Mudd conceded he'd known 
since he was 16 years old that his dad was a murder victim. 

Confronted with his testimony from the first trial by David Shrager, Mr. Slutzker's attorney, 
Mr. Mudd stated: "I testified to the best of my recollection." 

The day after the 1990 repressed memory episode, in an interview with detectives, Mr. 
Mudd denied knowing Mr. Slutzker's name until it was given to him by police. Five others 
have said Mr. Mudd knew for years that Mr. Slutzker was the primary suspect. 

He also hedged on other previous testimony about whether he saw Mr. Slutzker hug his 
mother after the killing, and whether he told anyone that he would avenge his father's death 
when he reached adulthood. 

Yesterday, his ex-girlfriend, Kimberly Altman Atkins, also said she knew Mr. Mudd's father 
had been killed prior to the repressed memory episode. 

(Bridget DiCosmo is a graduate assistant at the Innocence Institute of Point Park University, 
a partnership with the Post-Gazette. She can be reached at 412-765-3164. )
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Daughter testifies in '75 murder

Thursday, January 18, 2007

By Bill Moushey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Murder suspect Steven Slutzker's estranged daughter told a jury yesterday that she watched her father remove a gun from an armoire and leave their bedroom on a wintry 
December 1975 night in Wilkinsburg. 

When she heard gunshots outside, Amy Jo Musselman, then 6 years old, frantically searched for her father, as lights of emergency vehicles flashed across the street at the duplex 
where John Mudd Sr. was gunned down. 

"I got scared. I ran down the stairs to the living room. I screamed Daddy, Daddy, and I met up with him in the living room," said 
Mrs. Musselman during 30 minutes of questioning by Allegheny County Chief Deputy District Attorney Daniel E. Fitzsimmons. 

During the fourth day of her father's murder retrial in Common Pleas Court, Mrs. Musselman had vivid memories of his actions that 
night, but could not remember what her father was wearing or other details of her relationship with him at the time. 

She said she did not come forward until 1992, when Mr. Slutzker initially was convicted of the murder, because she feared him. 

Â 

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Â  Â Â  Â Â  Steven Slutzker's daughter, Amy JoÂ  

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Musselman, 
cries during the trial.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Picture by 
Dan Speicher. 

Â The prosecution contends that Mr. Slutzker, who had an affair with Arlene Mudd, the victim's wife, lured Mr. Mudd into the basement by disconnecting an electric fuse, plunging 
the house into darkness, and shot him to death. 

The victim's son, John Mudd Jr., who was 5 at the time of the slaying, has claimed he had a flashback in 1990 in which he saw Mr. Slutzker emerge from the basement after the 
shots were fired. 

Mr. Slutzker's conviction and life sentence were overturned by a federal judge, who ordered a new trial. 

Before she could be cross-examined yesterday, Mrs. Musselman told Mr. Fitzsimmons during a lunch break that she feared her father because several years after the killing, he 
angrily pushed her down a set of steps, breaking her arm. 

Because of the incendiary effect that testimony could have on Mr. Slutzker's jury, Judge Jeffrey A. Manning delayed her cross-examination, giving defense lawyers until this 
morning to look into the new revelation. 

Also testifying yesterday was Cynthia DeMann, who lived two duplexes away from the murder scene in 1975. She said she saw Mr. Slutzker consoling Mrs. Mudd outside minutes 
after the killing. 

Mrs. DeMann said she refused to identify Mr. Slutzker to police for 16 years because she also feared the former electrician. 

During questioning by David Shrager, Mr. Slutzker's attorney, she would not acknowledge telling police -- in a report that was hidden for 26 years -- it was not Mr. Slutzker she saw 
outside, and that she believed he was out of town. 

That hidden report and 20 others, along with the ineffectiveness of his first trial lawyer, were cited by the judge who ordered the new trial in 2003, nine years after Mr. Slutzker was 
imprisoned for life. 

(Bill Moushey can be reached at bmoushey@pointpark.edu or 412-765-3164. )
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Daughter, ex-tenant testify at retrial

Friday, January 19, 2007

By Bridget DiCosmo and Bill Moushey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

For parts of two days, Steven Slutzker's estranged daughter calmly provided circumstantial evidence implicating her father in the December 1975 murder of John Mudd Sr. of Wilkinsburg. 

Amy Jo Musselman raged at her father during his first trial in 1992, turned her back as he was led into his re-trial last week, and on Tuesday, told a prosecutor he once pushed her down some steps, breaking 
her arm. 

But yesterday, her potentially damaging testimony complete, she made an unusual request of Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning: Could she give her shackled father a hug and a 
kiss? 

With the judge's blessing and after the jury had been dismissed from the courtroom, the 37-year-old woman embraced her father for the first time since she left his home more than 20 years ago. 

"She said she loved me, I said I loved her," Mr. Slutzker said during an afternoon break on the fifth day of his re-trial. 

Mrs. Musselman, who after the bizarre reunion sobbed uncontrollably in the Allegheny County Courthouse hallway as she was consoled by the Mudd family, 
declined comment.Â Â Â Â 

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Steven 
Slutzker's daughter,Â Â Â  

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  
Amy Jo Musselman. Picture by 

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  
Dan Speicher. 

Before the reunion, Ms. Musselman repeated her previous testimony, saying that at age 6, she saw her father leave the bedroom with a gun and did not see him again until after she heard gunshots and saw 
the flashing lights of emergency vehicles across the street, where John Mudd was gunned down. 

She kept her story secret for years. 

She did not contact police until Mr. Slutzker called her on the eve of his 1992 trial to ask her if she remembered that night because he claims both of them were in McKeesport. 

Convicted and sentenced to life in prison, Mr. Slutzker was granted a new trial by a federal judge in 2003, after 21 potentially exculpatory police reports surfaced and because of ineffective counsel. 

Later yesterday, Sandra Catone, who once rented an apartment from Mr. Slutzker, testified about a remark he once made to her after he had problems with some neighbors. She said he told her: "These 
people don't know who they're messing with. I killed a guy years ago in Wilkinsburg." 

Like several other witnesses in this 31-year-old case, Mrs. Catone didn't tell police of the conversation until nearly a decade later. 

Late yesterday, Chief Deputy District Attorney Daniel E. Fitzsimmons told Judge Manning he would conclude with testimony from Arlene Mudd Stewart, the dead man's wife and Mr. Slutzker's former 
paramour. 

Yesterday, Sumner Parker, her attorney, said she will invoke her Fifth Amendment rights against self-incrimination, so both sides withdrew subpoenas for her. 

The defense will begin this afternoon.
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Ex-McKeesport couple testify convicted 
murderer was with them at time of slaying 

Wednesday, July 27, 2005 

By Bill Moushey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Â A former McKeesport couple's testimony that convicted murderer Steven Slutzker was 
passed out drunk in their home miles away from where his former girlfriend's husband was 
gunned down in 1975 was heard in court for the first time yesterday. 

In videotaped testimony, Janet and Patrick O'Dea, now of Houston, Texas, insisted Slutzker 
drank whiskey until he passed out in their bed and remained there the entire snowy night 
that John Mudd Sr. was gunned down in his Wilkinsburg home. 

During three hours of testimony before Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. 
Manning, Deputy District Attorney Daniel Fitzsimmons repeatedly pointed out minor 
discrepancies in statements the O'Deas have made to police during the 30-year history of 
the case. 

But both O'Deas, who said they were also drunk on whiskey that night and conceding their 
memory has been tainted by time, insisted Slutzker was at their McKeesport home that 
entire December night, even when the prosecutor suggested Slutzker could have sneaked 
out of their home, committed the murder and returned. 

Both O'Deas said Slutzker would have had to walk past them to get out of the house, 
pointed out that there were no tracks in the snow outside and that an evening snowfall was 
piled high on their vehicles. 

"Anything is possible, but it's not probable because of the weather," said Janet O'Dea, who 
was acquitted during a nonjury trial of charges she assisted Slutzker in the murder plot. Her 
husband admitted he has had health problems, including a stroke in 1999, that have clouded 
his memory.

Â In 2004, 29 years after Mudd Sr. was murdered and 13 years after Slutzker was convicted 
in part because the dead man's son testified he had a repressed memory flashback in which 
he saw Slutzker slay his father, a federal judge ordered a new trial. 

The overturning of his conviction did not hinge on the so-called repressed memory, but 
because his previous lawyer failed to interview the O'Deas about the alibi and because 
Slutzker's jury never saw several hidden police reports, one of which involved a witness who 
said she saw a different man in front of Mudd's house after the killing. Slutzker has been 
imprisoned since 1992.

Â In 1975, Slutzker was having an affair with Mudd's wife and had tried to hire a man to kill 
Mudd a week before the slaying, but claims he didn't pursue the killing-for-hire. While he was 
convicted and did a year in prison for solicitation for murder, a judge decided at the time 
there was not enough evidence to make homicide charges stick. 

Then in 1990, John Mudd Jr., who was 5 years old when his father was gunned down, told 
police he had a flashback in which he saw Slutzker running from his home after his father 
was murdered. Others say the child was asleep during the murder. 

A trial is scheduled for Sept. 6, but several possible appeals related to pretrial motions could 
delay it.

Â --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Â (Bill Moushey can be reached at bmoushey@pointpark.edu or 412-392-3416.)
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Slutzker found guilty for 2nd time

Despite Contradictions and Deception, Wilkinsburg Man Faces Life In Prison 

By Bill Moushey and Bridget DiCosmo and Jodi Weigand

The Innocence Institute of Point Park University

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  After a jury forewoman rendered a first degree murder conviction against Steven Slutzker last night in a re-trial in the 1975 killing of John Mudd Sr. the man who faces life in prison for the second time cried out:Â  

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  â€œIâ€™m innocent, werenâ€™t you paying attention,â€• before slamming his head on the defense table in front of him, causing Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning to have him removed from the 
courtroom after a seven-day trial in the 31-year-old case.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  As Mr. Slutzker screamed at 9:01 p.m., eight members of the late Mr. Muddâ€™s family quietly and joyfully clutched each other, Terrence Mudd hugging his dead brotherâ€™s son John Jr., muttering â€œYes!â€•

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  In the back of the courtroom, Amy Jo Musselman, who testified against her estranged father, cried.Â  Later, she said:Â  â€œI do love my dad, I do want him to know that.â€• 

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Tears streamed from the eyes of at least three members of the 10-woman, two man jury before Judge Manning dismissed them.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  â€œObviously, weâ€™re very disappointed in the verdict, I canâ€™t believe it,â€• said David Shrager, one of three attorneys for Mr.Slutzker.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Daniel E. Fitzsimmons, Allegheny County Chief Deputy District Attorney, said while he had not talked with jurors, his arguments asking it to listen to the â€œtotality of the 
evidence in the case, and not just one pieceâ€• apparently was successful.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Juror Betty Ramseur agreed.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â 

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  
Picture by Matt Adams.

Â â€œWe didnâ€™t convict on any one thing, but how it all fit together,â€• she said of 7 hours 45 minutes of deliberations it took in case that began Dec. 28, 1975 when Mr. Mudd Sr. was peppered 
with six bullets in the darkened basement of his Wilkinsburg home.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  As Judge Manning told the jury before dismissing it, the case was very complicated, which was apparent throughout the trial and in closing arguments yesterday.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  â€œSteven Slutzker waited in that basement and he opened up on him [Mudd Sr.].â€• Mr. Fitzsimmons said, urging the panel to â€œâ€¦look Mr. Slutzker in the eyes and call 
him a cold-blooded killer.â€•

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Mr. Shrager argued no physical evidence implicated Mr. Slutzker, eyewitness testimony was false and suggested Arlene Mudd Stewart, the dead manâ€™s wife did it, pleading with the jury to â€œâ€¦end his 
nightmare.â€•

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Â  Mr. Fitzsimmons stressed the circumstantial testimony of three witnesses who said Mr. Slutzker sought to have Mr. Mudd Sr. killed because of his love for her and the abuse she suffered at the hands of her husband.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Mr. Slutzker abandoned those efforts before the killing and ended their relationship, leaving her to do it herself, Mr. Shrager claimed, even though he spent a year in prison on a solicitation conviction.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  While it snowed heavily the night of the murder, the only footprints near Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s home were those of an adult and child that led to where his van was parked, which contributed to his alibi that he was in 
McKeesport, where he spent the night after passing out drunk.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Yesterday, Mr. Fitzsimmons suggested the footprints around the murder scene could have been blown away.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Both lawyers challenged the jury over alibi testimony of Janet Oâ€™Dea Fieling and her ex-husband, Patrick Oâ€™Dea, who confirmed his alibi. The prosecutor accused Mrs. Fieling of involvement in the crime, her ex-
husband admitted bad health has caused his memory to fail and both said they were alcoholics at the time of the killing.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Mr. Fitzsimmons presented testimony of Mr. Slutzkerâ€™s estranged daughter, who said she watched her gun toting father leave their home, then return after she heard gunshots and saw emergency vehicles outside.Â  
Yesterday he suggested the defendant could have left his daughter with the Oâ€™Deas, then used their auto to go do the killing? Â 

Â Mr. Fitzsimmons stressed eyewitness testimony of a neighbor who said she saw Mrs. Mudd being consoled by Mr. Slutzker outside her home after the murder. Mr. Shrager argued that witness repeatedly changed her story and another neighbor said 
he was the person who comforted the woman.

Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Mr. Fitzsimmons also urged the jury to accept the repressed memory testimony of John Mudd Jr., and his statement it was the first time he knew what happened to his father before Mr. Shrager pointed to the testimony of a 
counselor said Mr. Mudd Jr. told her in 1976 that when he grew up, he would kill Mr. Slutzker.

Â 

Jodi Weigand, a graduate assistant at the Innocence Institute of Point Park University, contributed to this report.Â  They can be reached at 412-765-3164.Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  

Â 

Â 
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Convict awaits word of his fate
Memory flashback basis of conviction

Sunday, February 22, 2004

A project of Innocence Institute of Western Pennsylvania

Nearly 30 years ago, Steven Slutzker escaped a homicide charge for the killing of John Mudd Sr. in Mudd's 
Wilkinsburg home, even though he had been having an affair with Mudd's wife and tried to hire a man to kill 
Mudd a week before the slaying.
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At the time, a judge decided there simply wasn't enough evidence to make the 
charges stick.

And so Slutzker went free.

Flash forward 15 years, to 1990.

That's when the dead man's son, who was 5 years old when the killing occurred, 
told police he had suddenly experienced a flashback memory in which he saw 
Slutzker running away from his home after his father had been slain.

That explosive statement, and key changes in testimony by two other witnesses, put Slutzker back on trial, led 
to his conviction and sent him to state prison for life.

It was an improbable turn of events.

So improbable, in fact, that federal Magistrate Susan Baxter ruled in October that Slutzker deserved a new trial 
because prosecutors withheld important evidence from the jury, and because he received poor legal 
representation.

The judge's decision mirrors the findings of an examination of the case over the past two years by the 
Innocence Institute of Western Pennsylvania, a joint venture of Point Park University and the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette.

Now, Slutzker, who has served 11 years of his sentence, is waiting to see what will happen with an appeal filed 
by Allegheny County District Attorney Stephen A. Zappala Jr., who declined to comment on the case. Last 
week, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to release Slutzker pending the outcome of the appeal.

Neighborly affair

It was no secret that Slutzker and Arlene Mudd were involved in a romantic relationship in the late summer of 
1975. More than once, Arlene Mudd had left her husband, John, and then gone back to him.

Slutzker was also on his way to divorce court. He engaged in frequent screaming matches with his wife in their 
home across the street from the Mudds', and some of the neighbors feared him because he would fly into rages 
over incidents as minor as a dog defecating in his yard.

At one point, John Mudd found out about the affair and hit his wife, breaking her jaw, according to police 
reports.

Slutzker said that just before Christmas 1975, Arlene Mudd asked him to find someone to kill her husband. Not 
only was Mudd abusive, she told him, but her husband owed money to drug dealers.

Nine days before Mudd was slain, Slutzker tried to talk an acquaintance into killing him. Michael Pezzano told 
Slutzker he'd consider it, but instead reported the plot to state police.

Slutzker said that when Pezzano didn't return his calls, he dropped the contract murder idea and ended his 
relationship with Arlene Mudd three days before John Mudd was killed.

On Dec. 28, 1975, John Mudd, 29, Arlene, 24, and John Jr., 5, returned from a holiday gathering to their 
Marlboro Street home shortly after 10 p.m. The couple watched television as their son slept on a couch.

About 11 p.m., the power failed, so Mudd walked downstairs to check the fuse box. That is when, Arlene 
Mudd said, she heard several gunshot blasts and found her husband mortally wounded on the basement floor.

The first officers to arrive found the basement door nailed shut from the inside, removing any chance the killer 
escaped that way. At the same time, said Domenic Mangano, a Wilkinsburg police officer who lived nearby, 
he showed up, made sure the house was secure took the sleeping child to his house several doors away.

"By the time I got him to my house, he was crying," Mangano told reporters from the Innocence Institute. "He 
didn't know his father was dead. He had no clue."

Virtually no one in the middle-class neighborhood reported seeing anything.

In one of the few reports taken, a neighbor named Cynthia DeMann told police she heard pistol shots and 
looked out a window to see Arlene Mudd and a man in front of the duplex. She told police later the man was 
not Steve Slutzker. Her story would change 15 years later.

Alibi or murder scheme?

The morning after the killing, Allegheny County homicide detectives learned of Pezzano's contract killing tip 
and tracked Slutzker to the McKeesport home of Patrick and Janet O'Dea.

The O'Deas shared a mutual interest with Slutzker in citizen's band radios. They said Slutzker had consumed 
several boilermakers -- shots of whiskey with beer chasers -- and passed out on their bed three hours before the 
killing. At 1 a.m., two hours after the killing, the O'Deas said, they woke Slutzker and he moved to a living 
room couch so they could go to bed. Janet O'Dea said Slutzker's daughter, Amy, slept with her children.

Two other guests saw Slutzker's van parked outside the house, and said the O'Deas told them Slutzker was 
sleeping in the bedroom.

When detectives scoured the area around Slutzker's home, they found only two sets of footprints in newly 
fallen snow -- those of an adult and a child -- leading away from the rear of Slutzker's home to where his 
vehicle had been parked earlier in the day. No other footprints indicated anyone had left or gone back in.

Once police talked with Pezzano, though, they charged Slutzker with homicide and solicitation to commit 
murder. Arlene Mudd was charged with conspiracy.

But the homicide-related charges against both of them were dismissed at a coroner's inquest in 1976, when no 
one could place them together at the scene. Slutzker was convicted of trying to hire a hit man, and spent about 
a year in prison.

After he got out of jail, Slutzker moved out of Wilkinsburg, remarried and opened an antique furniture 
business on the South Side. Arlene Mudd gave up a brief custody battle for her son, who was raised from the 
day of the killing by Mudd's family.

She later moved to Punxsutawney and married three more times.

Repressed memory

It looked as if that would be the end of the sordid case, until a November night in 1990.

That's when John Mudd Jr., 20, said he got into a scuffle and began to have flashbacks of his father's killing 
after he looked at a flag that had been draped over his father's casket.

At the 1992 trial, Mudd Jr. tearfully recounted the horrifying "slide show" of memories in which he said he 
heard sounds of the killing, and then saw the man from across the street fleeing the scene.

Mudd told county detectives that he didn't know the fleeing man, but was later able to identify him as Slutzker 
after detectives suggested the name.

That was challenged by a counselor from Catholic Social Services who treated the boy for a year after the 
killing.

She said the younger Mudd's relatives told him repeatedly that Steve Slutzker murdered his father, and that she 
was present when the boy said that once he turned 21, "he would kill" Slutzker.

Prosecutors relied on a counselor named Alan Pass vouch for the validity of the young man's previously 
repressed memories, and buttress his statements by saying that he held a doctorate in psychology from the 
University of Pittsburgh and was a psychologist at the State Correctional Institute Pittsburgh.

In fact, Pass was not a licensed psychologist and had no expertise in repressed memory.

In recent years, many experts have questioned the general validity of such repressed memory episodes. 
Elizabeth Loftus, a researcher at the University of California-Irvine and an expert in the field of false 
memories, said in an e-mail that her studies had shown that family members often implant false memories in 
children.

And while Mudd described details of his father's dead body, he could not recognize a photograph of his old 
house and could not recall its interior layout. He also did not accurately describe the position of his father's 
body or the number of shots fired.

Possibly more damaging was the testimony of neighbor Cynthia DeMann.

She had originally told police that it was not Slutzker she saw talking with Arlene Mudd right after the killing.

At the later trial, though, she said it was Slutzker. An Edgewood police officer corroborated that story, even 
though his initial police report said he saw no one near the scene.

The jury never heard the fact that another neighbor, Dennis Ward, who looks something like Slutzker, had 
consoled Arlene Mudd outside her home after the killing.

Just before the trial ended, Slutzker's daughter, who was 7 the night of the killing, implicated her father.

Slutzker had contacted daughter Amy as the trial approached to ask if she remembered being at the O'Deas' 
house the night of the killing. Amy, who had been raised by her mother since her teens, then got in touch with 
detectives and said that, in fact, she and her father had been at home that night, and she had seen him grab a 
pistol from a night stand, then leave the house only minutes before the sky was lit up with police lights.

In view of the new witness testimony, the biggest surprise of the trial was the fact that Slutzker's attorney, 
Charles Scarlata, did not call the O'Deas to the witness stand to rebut stories that Slutzker was at the scene of 
the crime.

Scarlata, who has since died, told Slutzker that the evidence against him was so weak that it didn't warrant the 
expense of bringing the O'Deas to Pittsburgh from Texas, where they had relocated.

Paul Pittsford, one of the jurors, said he and his fellow panelists were not very impressed with either John 
Mudd Jr.'s or Amy Slutzker's testimony, feeling both of them had grudges against Slutzker. But they did find it 
significant that neighbor DeMann and an Edgewood officer had supposedly seen Slutzker outside the Mudd 
home after the killing.

The 12-member jury convicted Slutzker and he was sentenced to life in prison.

Missing reports

Slutzker's initial appeals were denied. It was not until he appealed to federal court and issued another round of 
subpoenas that 21 previously unseen police reports surfaced.

Among them was a police interview shortly after the killing in which DeMann recalled a man outside the 
Mudds' home after the killing, and "stated she thinks if it was Steve [Slutzker] standing in front of the house, 
she would have recognized him."

Another report contained the information about neighbor Dennis Ward comforting Arlene Mudd in front of her 
home.

Baxter, the federal magistrate, found that the missing police reports were one compelling reason to grant 
Slutzker a new trial. The other reason, she said, was Scarlata's failure to call the O'Deas to the stand.

"Scarlata was deficient for failing to interview and/or call the O'Deas as alibi witnesses, thus calling the trial's 
fairness into question."

Slutzker is now waiting for a ruling from the 3rd U.S. Court of Appeals to determine if he should be released, 
retried or remain in prison until he dies.

During the time Slutzker has been in jail, his father and mother-in-law have died, he has lost parts of two 
fingers from an industrial accident at the prison and his relationship with his wife, who did not know him when 
John Mudd was murdered, has been strained.

As much as he wants his freedom, though, Slutzker said he would not plead guilty to any charge related to the 
killing. He wants the government to drop the case or retry him. He said he was not interested in suing anyone.

"I hold no vengeance or bitterness towards anyone. I just want to go home to my wife ... so she can have the 
happy life that I promised her."

The Innocence Institute of Western Pennsylvania at Point Park University is an investigative reporting 
organization that probes allegations of wrongful convictions while helping student journalists learn 
investigative reporting. It is a partnership between the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication at 
Point Park and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Post-Gazette Staff Writer Bill Moushey is director of the institute 
and an assistant professor at Point Park. Reporting for this story was done by Point Park graduate students 
Madeline Izzo, Corrine Rushkowski, Andrea Zrimsek and Jarrod McCowin. Moushey can be reached by e-mail 
at bmoushey@ppc.edu.

First published on February 22, 2004 at 12:00 am
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Ex-McKeepsort couple testify convicted murderer 
was with them at time of slaying
Wednesday, July 27, 2005

By Bill Moushey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

A former McKeesport couple's testimony that convicted murderer Steven Slutzker was passed out drunk in 
their home miles away from where his former girlfriend's husband was gunned down in 1975 was heard in 
court for the first time yesterday.

In videotaped testimony, Janet and Patrick O'Dea, now of Houston, Texas, insisted Slutzker drank whiskey 
until he passed out in their bed and remained there the entire snowy night that John Mudd Sr. was gunned 
down in his Wilkinsburg home.

During three hours of testimony before Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning, Deputy 
District Attorney Daniel Fitzsimmons repeatedly pointed out minor discrepancies in statements the O'Deas 
have made to police during the 30-year history of the case.

But both O'Deas, who said they were also drunk on whiskey that night and conceding their memory has been 
tainted by time, insisted Slutzker was at their McKeesport home that entire December night, even when the 
prosecutor suggested Slutzker could have sneaked out of their home, committed the murder and returned.

Both O'Deas said Slutzker would have had to walk past them to get out of the house, pointed out that there 
were no tracks in the snow outside and that an evening snowfall was piled high on their vehicles.

"Anything is possible, but it's not probable because of the weather," said Janet O'Dea, who was acquitted 
during a nonjury trial of charges she assisted Slutzker in the murder plot. Her husband admitted he has had 
health problems, including a stroke in 1999, that have clouded his memory.

In 2004, 29 years after Mudd Sr. was murdered and 13 years after Slutzker was convicted in part because the 
dead man's son testified he had a repressed memory flashback in which he saw Slutzker slay his father, a 
federal judge ordered a new trial.

The overturning of his conviction did not hinge on the so-called repressed memory, but because his previous 
lawyer failed to interview the O'Deas about the alibi and because Slutzker's jury never saw several hidden 
police reports, one of which involved a witness who said she saw a different man in front of Mudd's house 
after the killing. Slutzker has been imprisoned since 1992.

In 1975, Slutzker was having an affair with Mudd's wife and had tried to hire a man to kill Mudd a week 
before the slaying, but claims he didn't pursue the killing-for-hire. While he was convicted and did a year in 
prison for solicitation for murder, a judge decided at the time there was not enough evidence to make homicide 
charges stick.

Then in 1990, John Mudd Jr., who was 5 years old when his father was gunned down, told police he had a 
flashback in which he saw Slutzker running from his home after his father was murdered. Others say the child 
was asleep during the murder.

A trial is scheduled for Sept. 6, but several possible appeals related to pretrial motions could delay it.

First published on July 27, 2005 at 12:00 am

Bill Moushey can be reached at bmoushey@pointpark.edu or 412-392-3416.
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No bail for Wilkinsburg man awaiting retrial
Thursday, March 10, 2005

For the second time in three months, a judge has denied bail for Steven Slutzker, whose conviction in a 30-
year-old murder case was overturned last year due to prosecutorial misconduct.

After being ordered by an appeals court to reconsider the matter, Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge 
Jeffrey A. Manning again refused bail for Slutzker, 54, of Wilkinsburg, who faces retrial April 11 if no 
postponements are granted.

Slutzker, who has served 13 years of a life term for the Dec. 28, 1975, murder of John Mudd Sr., 29, was 
convicted in 1992 on the testimony of Mudd's son, John Jr., who said he had a memory flashback of seeing 
Slutzker shoot his father.

First published on March 10, 2005 at 12:00 am
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No bail for man facing new trial in 30-year-old murder 
case
Tuesday, February 01, 2005

A judge yesterday denied bail for Steven Slutzker, of Wilkinsburg, whose conviction in a 30-year-old murder 
case was overturned.

Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning yesterday set April 11 to start the new trial for Slutzker, 54.

Slutzker, who has served 12 years of a life term for the Dec. 28, 1975, murder of John Mudd Sr., 29, was 
convicted largely on the testimony of Mudd's son, who was 5 at the time of the killing.

The son testified at Slutzker's trial 15 years later that he had repressed the memory of seeing Slutzker fleeing.

Slutzker, who was married, had been having an affair with Mudd's estranged wife.

Mudd was killed in his basement, where he had gone to check on a power outage.

First published on February 1, 2005 at 12:00 am
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