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In Memory of Mitch Krupp 

N.W. Arkansas Times Editorial 5/27/98

Crime Lab needs help

Today's Issue: The Arkansas State Crime Laboratory, which 
has had to overcome a shocking history of ineptitude and 
flagrant errors, now finds itself holding thousands of 
unanalyzed pieces of drug evidence from around the state. 

Our Opinion: The state must move to alleviate this situation 
and provide adequate resources to unclog the criminal justice 
system in Arkansas with trust and confidence. 

The citizens and taxpayers of any state must be able to trust 
the findings of the vital public agency charged with 
impartially analyzing criminal evidence. Unfortunately, our 
State Crime Laboratory, which includes the medical 
examiner's office has had a long row to hoe. 

During the 1970s and '80s, the Arkansas State Crime 
Laboratory was revealed to be a hotbed in incredible 
ineptness and blunders that actually helped convict innocent 
people who never should have been charged. The mistakes 
were so gross and flagrant that criminals who should have 
been charged and convicted had gone free. 

There was the case of Millicent Lynn of Beebe, whose case 
had been ruled a suicide by drowning until they exhumed her 
body a year later and discovered a previously unreported 
bullet hole through the crown of her head. 

Ronald Carden of Bigelow had been wrongly convicted of 
murder and rape, a fact that came to light a year after the 
murder of Mildred Honeycutt of Pocahontas. The Crime Lab 
dentist had made a wrong initial determination and a hair 
analysis from the Crime Lab was proven worthless at the FBI 
Crime Lab. Carden was ultimately set free by the judge. 

David Michel of Little Rock, whose parents now reside in 
Harrison, had been bludgeoned to death. But the Crime Lab 
initially ruled the manner of his death as undetermined. In 
fact, a former assistant medical examiner named Nanduri had 
actually signed two death certificates, one said homicide, the 
other undetermined. She had officially filed the 
"undetermined" certificate and kept the homicide finding in a 
drawer. A rifle that was ordered examined never was for over 
a year. When it finally was checked forensically, charges 
were filed against a man who was convicted of Michel's 
murder. 

An inmate at Cummins named Richard Fuller supposedly 
had died of a heart infection known as myocarditis. But 
when questions were raised, his body was exhumed and 
pathologists discovered his neck had been broken while in 
the clutches of a "horse playing" prison guard at 2 a.m. 

Then there was the nationally ballyhooed rulings of 
"suicide" for two teenaged boys on the railroad tracks at 
Benton. That one case and other suspect rulings triggered 
the downslide of former Chief Medical Examiner Dr. 
Fahmy Malak, a forensic pathologist who started strong 
and became absorbed by the politics of this agency. 

This unbelievable but true list could go on and on. Suffice it 
to say, these revelations reeked havoc within the state's 
criminal justice system. A total of six questionable cases 
wound up being exhumed and problems with every original 
autopsy were discovered. Finally a halt of the exhumations 
had to be requested by the governor to keep from 
exhuming scores or hundred of bodies. 

The point is, our medical examiner and crime laboratory 
offices have had much to live down over the past three 
decades. Now it is reported that some 7,000 pieces of drug-
related evidence are sitting unanalyzed at this same State 
Crime Laboratory. Is the politically appointed board in 
Arkansas not staying on top of this agency? [uh ... YES?] 
There are suggestions for establishing satellite offices around 
the state to help facilitate the overwhelming need for 
expedience in our state's criminal justice system. 

So let's get on with it. 

The hard truth is we absolutely must have a competent, 
efficient and effective crime laboratory to ensure justice 
prevails in the courtrooms of Arkansas more times than not in 
our state. There is no other choice. 
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2 Posted on 02/05/2000 21:52:40 PST by Askel5
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 1 | Top | Last ]

To: alamo-girl

Nothing earthshaking here but the memorial by a couple whose son was killed under suspicious 
circumstances has some interesting links and info if you're interested in a quick look around. Sad story. 

3 Posted on 02/05/2000 22:03:11 PST by Askel5
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 1 | Top | Last ]

To: Askel5

Very early morning BLOODY BUMP!

4 Posted on 02/05/2000 22:05:09 PST by Budge
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 2 | Top | Last ]

To: Budge

Oh dear ... morning already? I've been reading through Linda Miller's site. Posting shortly. 

5 Posted on 02/05/2000 22:18:04 PST by Askel5
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 4 | Top | Last ]

To: Askel5

Thank you so much for the heads up!!!

6 Posted on 02/06/2000 00:56:03 PST by Alamo-Girl
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 3 | Top | Last ]

To: Askel5

Personal belief is that the incompetence and ineptness are/were 'fostered' for a purpose. I've run into the 
same situation in Industry, where incompetence is desirable. Usually to mask some wrongdoing of those 
making the decisions. 

Most of the State Bureacracy in Ark. suffers from that as Slick demonstrated even after he left was 
promoted.

7 Posted on 02/06/2000 09:27:30 PST by NDCORUP
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To: Askel5

> During the 1970s and '80s, the Arkansas State Crime Laboratory was revealed to be a hotbed in 
incredible ineptness and blunders 

Those would be the Clinton years, yes? We had Arkancides to cover up, did we not? A crime would not 
be a crime if the crime lab "blunders" and fails to produce the evidence, right? 

The prosecution rests.

8 Posted on 02/06/2000 19:46:48 PST by T'wit
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To: T'wit

It seems every lab, gets absorbed by politics, how convinient.

9 Posted on 02/06/2000 20:03:05 PST by Great Dane
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 8 | Top | Last ]

To: T'wit

I know this isn't directly on point (this time ...) but the story (and cites) only confirm what we know to 
be true. 

No wonder Arkansas has served as such a mecca for monkeys -- whether in the labs at the Toxological 
Research Center or sitting around the living room at the Riley place. 

10 Posted on 02/07/2000 08:31:04 PST by Askel5
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 8 | Top | Last ]

To: Askel5

> such a mecca for monkeys 

Arkansas's #1 business.

11 Posted on 02/07/2000 20:08:31 PST by T'wit
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 10 | Top | Last ]

To: T'wit

Too bad they're evidenty a bunch of evolutionists ... with all that entails regarding respect for the 
humans they considered expendable for one reason or another. 

12 Posted on 02/07/2000 20:54:15 PST by Askel5
[ Reply | Private Reply | To 11 | Top | Last ]

To: Askel5

In Arkansas, "evolutionary failures" are often found in old wells and listed officially as suicides.

13 Posted on 02/08/2000 04:03:03 PST by T'wit
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